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D o n a l d s o n a n d C r o w l e y w r o t e t h e i r c l a s s i c t r e a t i s e in 1978 to d e l i b e r a t e on t h e n a t u r e of t h e d i sc ip l ine of n u r s i n g . 
T h e i r e x p r e s s e d a i m s w e r e to e x p l i c a t e t h e e x i s t i n g s t r u c t u r e of t h e d i s c i p l i n e (no t to r e s t r u c t u r e i t ) a n d to r e m i n d 
n u r s e s of t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for c o n t i n u o u s l y r e e v a l u a t i n g t h a t s t r u c t u r e in r e l a t i o n t o s o c i e t a l n e e d s . 

T h e n a t u r a l , p h y s i c a l , or b a s i c s c i ences a r e c o m m i t t e d to g e n e r a t i n g k n o w l e d g e a n d to o r g a n i z i n g t h a t k n o w l e d g e . 
T h i s ' sc ient i f ic ' k n o w l e d g e is g e n e r a t e d by e x p l a i n i n g n a t u r a l p h e n o m e n a t h r o u g h sc ien t i f i c i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

T h e a p p l i e d s c i e n c e s a r e a l s o c o m m i t t e d to g e n e r a t i n g a n d o r g a n i z i n g k n o w l e d g e b u t h a v e t h e a d d i t i o n a l b u r d e n 
of a p p l y i n g t h a t ' sc ien t i f ic ' k n o w l e d g e to s o m e soc ia l goal ( G o r t n e r , 1986; J o h n s o n , 1986) . 

N u r s i n g is a n a p p l i e d s c i ence w h i c h fa l l s w i t h i n t h e d o m a i n of t h e h e a l t h s c i e n c e s . T h e soc ia l goa l s of t h e 
h e a l t h s c i ences e m b r a c e t h e p r o m o t i o n of o p t i m a l h e a l t h i n c l u d i n g p r e v e n t i o n , r e s t o r a t i o n , p r e s e r v a t i o n , a n d p a l l i a t i o n 
(Gor tne r , 1986; J o h n s o n , 1974 & 1986 ; S t e v e n s o n & Woods , 1986) . 

A po in t of c l a r i t y i s n e c e s s a r y . T h e s o c i e t a l n e e d s n o t e d a b o v e by D o n a l d s o n a n d C r o w l e y s h o u l d d r ive t h e social 
g o a l s . T h e socia l g o a l s s h o u l d n o t d r i v e t h e soc i e t a l n e e d s ( D o n a l d s o n & C r o w l e y , 1978; N e w m a n , S i m e , & Corcoran-
P e r r y , 1991) . T h i s d i s t i n c t i o n is i m p o r t a n t t o a n y p r o f e s s i o n a l d i s c i p l i n e or a p p l i e d sc i ence . 

U s i n g t h i s f r a m e w o r k , Y O U m u s t e v a l u a t e t h e s t a t e of t h e d i s c i p l i n e of E T n u r s i n g in B r a z i l . Are t h e soc ie ta l 
n e e d s of y o u r p a t i e n t s w i t h o s t o m i e s , w o u n d s , & c o n t i n e n c e b e i n g m e t by t h e soc ia l g o a l s of y o u r e t n u r s i n g a s s o c i a t i o n ? 
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